Assessment Plan for Chinese 210: Intensive Second Level Chinese I—Oral

Assessment Objectives
This course fulfills the fourth and final course requirement in a four-course (20 credit- hour) series for a GEC requirement whose university-defined learning outcomes are given below.

Foreign Language GEC Requirement

Goals:

Students cultivate skills in communication across ethnic, cultural, ideological, and national boundaries, and acquire an understanding of other cultures and patterns of thought.
Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Students demonstrate basic communicative skills (e.g. speaking, listening, reading, and/or writing) in a language other than their native language.

2. Students learn about the cultural contexts and manifestations of the peoples who speak the language that they are studying. 

3. Students recognize and understand differences and similarities between the cultures and communities of the language that they are studying and their own.
Course-Specific Objectives that Address the GEC Requirements 
1. Students will continue to learn to speak and understand spoken Chinese beyond the 104-competency level.

2. Students will recognize behavior and thought patterns different from their own and to perform accordingly in highly contextualized classroom activities which simulate situations they would encounter in China.  
3. Students will articulate cultural differences and similarities by means of explanations in English in the materials of Chinese thought and behavioral patterns, with special emphasis on those which are different from the students’ own.  They will learn and perform behaviors which native speakers of Chinese would find acceptable, and to avoid behaviors from their own culture which might puzzle or offend a Chinese person.

Methods

Assessment will be based on students’ ability to perform appropriately in classroom activities which simulate situations they would encounter in China.  Most classes will be conducted exclusively in Chinese and students must perform daily in that language.  Normally the performance will have two components:  a memorized dialog and exercises based on drills in the materials.  Both components will be graded.  The standard for assessment will be a hypothetical native speaker’s reaction to a student’s performance: the more culturally appropriate and linguistically accurate, the more comfortable a native speaker would feel and the higher the grade.

Part of a Chinese feature film will be assigned.  The students’ task will be to work through the script and the DVD with the final goal of narrating the action of the film.  Assessment will be based on students’ success in learning authentic--non-textbook--Chinese material and utilizing it in class in combination with the Chinese they have learned from their other course materials to produce a coherent, detailed narration. 

Timely and useful feedback will be critical to students achieving a high level of cultural and linguistic proficiency.  Therefore, as part of assessment, student errors will be immediately corrected in class and grades will be recorded on Carmen, along with comments and suggestions for improvement.  This will be done on a daily basis.

Students’ own assessments of their learning experience in the course will be collected at the end of the quarter in the forms of the SEIs and DEALL’s own Language Course Evaluation Form.  Students may also be asked to complete an evaluation at any time during the course if the instructor perceives the need.

Assessment of Chinese 210 will take place each year, using the following procedures:

1) Student SEIs and DEALL Language Course Evaluation

2) Student daily performance records

3) Review of course syllabi every three years

4) Assessment report by the instructor every three years, submitted to Chair. 

Items 2-4 will be maintained on file in the program so that the progress of the course can be monitored and evaluated across time as the course evolves and to enable the program to address any major concerns or drift from the established goals and standards. In particular, we will be looking to see if the students’ and our overall evaluations of the course have at least remained steady or, better, improved; if that proves not to be the case, we will attempt to use the data to make what seem the appropriate adjustments to the course content and structure. 

Note

As this is an intensive class in spoken Chinese, there are no requirements for reading or composition in Chinese as such; however, students do have printed and digital materials to facilitate preparation for their daily performances.
